Get as close to the 
ground as you can.. 


And then, when 
you're close enough... 


Make your way 
towards the mouse 
silently, 


Nicely done, 
little one. 


You're a 
natural hunter. 


.. I don't really 
want to. 


No.. 
Trout's too good. 


You won't get any 
better if you don't practice. 


Keep practicing 
your stalking and 
in a few weeks 
you might just 
catch a living 


Come on over 
here and give it a tru. 


But It's not 
like i'll ever actually 
have to hunt, 


That's what 
Lionhearts are for. 


Like uncle Auklet 
does for you. 


Let's keep 


I suppose practicing Trout. 


you're not wrong. 


Maybe you'll 
enjoy learning 
to fight more. 


.. This is 
my beetle. 


So you just 
lay around and 
watch him? 


Oh! 
What if I found 
my own beetle, 
we could watch 
them race! 


Your beetle is going 
to lose every time though, 
Blade is the best. 


That's ok- 
Wait he has a name? 


Yeah! 
Like a blade of grass! 


Ss 


Ah! 
Good idea! 


Dad! 
We're going to 


race beetles! 


Go sit with 
Trout, Hake. 


Stay away 
from the beach! 
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Sei, We do not speak : ; 
to them, Hake. 
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~ They're 
A heretics! 


en, 


They're demons who 
actively torment the Gods! 


Loveless creatures 
who slaughter their 


Devouring 
the flesh of their kin 
and keeping cats 
from being 
awarded their 
fins! 


I'm sorry little ones. 
You're too young to 
be hearing such things, 

aren't you? la 


Don't go near the Daisus. 
And don't leave the 
beach on your own. 


King Thresher. 


Don't want 
janything happening 
_ to either of you. 


"Sturgeon has been bringing meals to a 
Daisy mother nursing a black and white kitten.." 


Explain yourself. 


You said that the 

kit would be taken 

to a Daisy family, 
so I- 


It's what you 
told Kelp- 


I don't want ~—, R Where are 
to hear your eak E N you going? 
hearted excuses. %. 


What do you 
mean by that? 


Thresher, 
you can't- 


SPEAK TO 
ME WITH 
RESPECT! 


Please 
spare his life. 


Dr 
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Do you understand 
why I told you to drown 
that kitten? 


Then why 
did you let 
*> him live? 


You've 
SEEN the 
graveyard! 


Two cats were 
born, so two had to go. 
Minke and Kelps child. 


You've seen it! 


Why would you doom 
another cat to starvation!? 


We're dying Sturgeon! 


= <s 


Every mouth > 
contributes to 


Understand 


that. 


the death of 
this island! = 


It's cruel and it hurts, 
but that is the reality 
of life here. 


You can't afford 
to ignore it... 


Like I tried to.. 


I'm not 
ignoring it- 


Inaction is 
worse than 
ignorance. 


Then you're 
a fool. 


What action is there 
to take, my King? 


Culling the population? 


She 
wouldn't have 
done that. 


And she got sick. 


Your mother 
was a strange 
and difficult cat. 


Her time left was 
short and she didn't 
want you taking 
care of her. 
So she asked 
to serve The Tide. 


If that's even true.. 


Why didn't 
you tell her 
"NO"? 


You're the King! 
You speak for God!! 


—— Why would I 


do that? 


You could have 
stopped her! 


A sick cat would 
require extra medicine. 
Extra food. 


She could 


have gotten 
better! 


We couldn't have 
afforded the resources. 


She was my mother- 


I would have 
done all the 
work- 


That's exactly 
what she didn't 
want- 


If you want to be 
Queen someday, 
you cannot lead with 
your heart. 


> 


Don't you dare 
speak like you 
actually cared about 
her wishes. 


You will have to 
make hard choices. 


Choices that others 
will curse you for. 


You said once that 
you could be whatever 
you had to be.. 


Do you still believe that? 


Where are 
you going? 


Or I'm 
breaking the 
rest of his legs 


and leaving him 
here. 


Vin. 
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This was the price 
of your mercy. 


This is the path 
you must take if 


you want to be 
Queen. 


Continue caring 
for Kelps child 
if you wish. 
His meals will 
come from this 
ones share. 


Take his corpse to 
the graveyard, count 
the bodies again 
so you remember 
what's at stake. 


Tam going to 
save every last 
cat on this island. 


4 bold promise 
of youth. 


Family. Daisy. 
Sick. Injured. 
All of them. 


I don't care 
what it costs. 
No one will be 

killed under 

my law. 


Tf only it 
were realistic. 


